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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) [I] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/20/04 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 



5) 
6) 



Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PT0L-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20081 105 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-326) Application No. 



2 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,687 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1791 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 97-1 04 in the reply filed on August 
25, 2008 is acknowledged. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 97-104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 97 has limitations in the preamble referring to a microstructured fibre, 
which does not present patentable weight to the claim because it merely recites the 
intended use of the structure. Therefore, the references made to "the holes" lack 
antecedent basis. 

6. Similarly, claim 99 recites "the preform", which was not given patentable weight 
as mentioned in claim 97 above, therefore, "the preform" lack antecedent basis. Also, 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,687 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1791 

claim 101 refers to "the tubes" which are related to the preform, therefore, the tubes lack 
antecedent basis. 

7. Claim 100 refers to a claim 59, which is a method claim. It is unclear which claim 
it is really intending to limit. However, it will be interpreted as dependent on claim 97 in 
this action. 

8. Claims 101, 102 and 104 recite the limitation "the aperture". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

9. Claim 104 recites the limitation "the chambers" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 1 . Claim 97 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hick, Jr. 
(4,551,162). Hicks, Jr. discloses a connector with a plurality of elements capable of 
mating with holes and connectable to a pressure source (figure 6, col. 4 lines 15-30). 
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12. Regarding claim 98, Hicks also discloses different elements connectable 
individually to different pressure source (figure 6, col. 4 lines 15-30). 

13. Regarding claim 99, Hicks also discloses the elements as chambers in which one 
or more tubes terminate (figure 6, col. 4 lines 15-30). 

14. Regarding claim I00, Hicks discloses the chambers in fluid communication with a 
passage that is connectable to the pressure source (figure 6, col. 4 lines 15-30). 

15. Regarding claim 101 Hicks depicts the chambers distributed in the connector in a 
plane substantially orthogonal to the direction in which tubes are intended to pass the 
chambers (figure 6). 

16. Regarding claim 102, the chambers are adjacent to holes (figure 6, col. 4 lines 
15-30). 

17. Regarding claim 103, the chambers in figure 6 can be broadly interpreted to be 
recesses located in a side of the connector. 

18. Claims 97 and 104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Roba et al. (2004/0261460). Roba discloses a connector (200) with a plurality of 
elements (201-209) capable of mating with holes and connectable to a pressure source 
(figure 1 ). Roba also discloses elements that are chambers that are distributed in the 
connector along the direction in which the tubes are intended to pass through an 
aperture (figure 1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Queenie Dehghan whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
9:00am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P. Griffin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 1791 

Q Dehghan 



